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Boké

The 2003 Boké Girls Conference was very successful.  24 girls from 10 different towns and villages in the Basse Cote participated in the four-day conference.  The conference concentrated on the realities and issues that young girls in Guinea face.  It generated ideas and discussion about how to overcome the challenges that Guinean women must conquer in order to achieve their goals.  Each day of the conference had a specific theme; women's rights, professional women, female genital mutilation, and women's health. 

All of the sessions were successful and informative.  The girls participated in several discussions about topics that concerned them, their health, and their futures.  They left with invaluable health information, a list of short and long-term goals, career ideas and a clearer idea of their rights as women in Guinea.  Overall, the sessions were well received and appreciated by the girls. From the evaluation forms it is clear that the excision session had a huge impact on them; most of the girls were very adamant that they would never put their daughters through that experience. 

The community participation was invaluable and made the conference the success that it was.  The professional women who came to share their life stories encouraged the girls with their words and by their examples.  The guest speakers were passionate and excited which was contagious and captured the girls' attention.  The collaboration and dedication of the volunteers kept the logistics of the conference in order.  The highlight of the conference was the parade through Boké in honor of International Women's Day.  The evening of March 8th (International Women's Day) we organized a march through the streets of Boké.  It included the girls, volunteers and professional women, all wearing Girls Conference t-shirts.  Traditional drummers accompanied us as the girls sang an original song about women's rights and danced in the street in recognition of International Women's Day.  We ended the march at the Cultural Center where the women and officials of Boké were celebrating. This year's Girls Conference was well organized, informative and fun.  The girls left with important information on all the themes that we presented and created an action plan to share the information with their communities upon their return.  I know that our conference was only so successful because of the contributions of local community members and guest speakers from surrounding towns and cities.  The girls’ conferences are a great project.  Hopefully they will continue to improve each year and the level of community involvement will continue to increase.  This project was one of the greatest things I've done as a Peace Corps volunteer.  

      - PCV Carrie Wilson 

Kankan

The sixth annual Girls Conference held at the University Julius Nyrere in Kankan, Haute Guinea, was (as always) a success.  For this year's conference, Haute volunteers assembled twenty-four girls from all over the region.  These young women spent four days participating in discussions, informational sessions, individual activities and team-building games designed to encourage and inspire them to make positive choices for their futures. 

While Peace Corps volunteers planned and led many activities at the conference, including sessions on effective study habits, STI/HIV prevention, and the importance of staying n school, it was the participation of many groups and individuals that made the conference run smoothly.  Local NGOs PRISM and PSI presented sensibilisations and theater sketches centered on the issues of sexual health.  Kankan's friend of volunteers and director of La Clinique Ebene/Ivoire, Dr. Sidibe, spoke on anatomy, puberty, and excision from a medical professional's perspective.  Peace Corps' own Kadiatou Sow served as a mentor for the girls throughout the conference, and several University of Kankan female students were present to offer their perspective.   Movies pertaining to sex education and literacy were shown to the girls, and a computer skills session led with the help of local APROFIG peer trainers, all of which served to add a multimedia dimension to the Conference. 

For recreation and relaxation, the girls were treated to a yoga session and some basketball and soccer playing.  The movies The Lion King and Titanic were shown in French for Saturday and Sunday evening entertainment.  A final banquet of dinner, dancing and presentation of awards closed the Conference. 

 With their Action Plan for sharing the knowledge they had gained during the four days of discussion, exploration, reflection and learning in hand, the girls left Kankan with memories that they will look back on forever.   

       -PCV Emilie Sayre 

Labe

Having finished the fifth regional Girls' Conference held in the Fouta Djallon region of Guinea, we are very satisfied with the outcome of this project.  We are confident that the participants gained a wealth of knowledge during the four days of sessions.  We noticed marked changes in the attitudes and confidence of many of the girls, who are now very motivated to take what they learned at the conference back to their villages and spread what they learned.  The girls are now equipped and motivated to train and become role models in their respective villages.  They are armed with information on female health, behavior modification, study skills, professional skills, etc.  Not only have the perspectives of these girls been changed, but they will also be able to change the perspectives of friends and colleagues.  At the very least, these 25 girls will have spent 6 days learning that the life of women in Guinea can be more than a mother and maid.  With the odds so severely stacked against them, girls are not encouraged or shown incentives to become more than a docile servant.  But we spent these days giving them hope and giving them the incentives that they hear so rarely at home.  

      -PCV Jake Kelly
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